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For immediate release: 
 

April Wine & Rik Emmett to perform at  
the 30th Anniversary of Ride for Sight!  

Annual motorcycle fundraiser helps fight blindness 

 
May 30, 2008, TORONTO – Thousands of motorcyclists from across Ontario will gather for 
Ride for Sight at Centennial Park in Trenton, Ont., from June 20th to 22nd to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary! The weekend motorcycle fundraiser has raised more than $16 million for the 
Foundation Fighting Blindness, which is the largest non-government contributor to eye 
research in Canada. While some fundraisers do not ride a motorcycle, those who do have the 
option to take part in the kick-off motorcycle parade that leaves from the AMC Theatre in 
Whitby, Ont., on Saturday, June 21, at 10 a.m. From there riders enjoy a scenic 144 km ride 
through country roads en route to Centennial Park, an hour and a half east of Toronto. The 
OPP Golden Helmets will be leading the motorcycle parade from the Kick Off Site in Whitby 
to the event site at Centennial Park. 
 
How the money helps 
The Foundation Fighting Blindness gives hope to people like Neill and Rochine Hartnett of 
London, Ont., who have Leber’s congenital amaurosis, an eye disease that causes blindness 
from birth. The April edition of the New England Journal of Medicine reported on a clinical trial 
that tested a gene therapy which restored some vision in a handful of patients with this eye 
disease.  
 
But while treatments are emerging for certain types of blindness, more research is needed for 
other eye diseases like the one 13 year-old Meghan Vanderyt of Rockwood, Ont. Meghan 
has retinitis pigmentosa, a degenerative eye disease which has caused her to lose her night 
vision and some of her peripheral vision. Since being diagnosed in 2006, Meghan has 
become an online fundraiser for Ride for Sight in Central Ontario. Last year she raised $3,175 
and this year raised $4,388 so far. The Vanderyt family have become great ambassadors of 
Ride for Sight, getting their extended family and friends involved as volunteers and 
fundraisers. One hundred per cent of the money raised through Ride for Sight goes to The 
Foundation Fighting Blindness. To see a list of the researchers and institutions that have 
received funding since 1974, please visit: www.ffb.ca – click on Research. 
 
Join Ride for Sight...because you can! 
To take part in Ride for Sight, motorcyclists and non-motorcyclists, collect pledges online at 
www.rideforsight.com or by requesting donor books at 1-800-461-3331. Those who collect a 
minimum of $75 in total donations are invited to Ride for Sight weekend, known to the 
thousands who attend as “the best party of the summer.” The weekend is organized and run 
by a dedicated committee of volunteers who spend months preparing the weekend.  At 
Centennial Park, fundraisers will enjoy extreme stunt performances by the Suzuki FMX Team, 
Bike Games, Show ‘n Shine, Marketplace, camping, Yamaha’s wake-boarding performances, 
mini-discover boat tours on the Trent-Severn waterway and a great concert line-up. This 
year’s 30th anniversary will be made extra special by headliners April Wine and Rik Emmett. 
Tom Wilson will also be performing.  


