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For immediate release:  
 

Ride for Sight in Alberta raises money  
and hope for families affected by blindness  

 
 
June 5, 2008, Calgary, AB – On June 13th to 15th, hundreds of motorcyclists across Alberta will 
gather in the town of Olds for Ride for Sight, a motorcycle fundraiser in support of The 
Foundation Fighting Blindness. On Saturday, June 14th, Calgary motorcyclists, led by Calgary 
Alderman and Parade Marshall, Ric McIver, will depart from the NW corner of Deerfoot Mall at 
9:30 a.m. and ride to the Agriculture Centre Fairgrounds in Olds.  
 
“If you are a motorcyclist or anyone for that matter, you realize how much you take your vision 
for granted,” says Chuck Holmstrom the Chair for the Alberta Ride for Sight, who has a family 
member affected by retinoschisis, an eye disease that strikes at an early age and causes 
progressive loss of central vision. “It’s an incredible feeling for anyone who fundraises for Ride 
for Sight to know that they are contributing to treatments and one day cures for blindness.” 
 
Dr. Bill Stell, Director of Research programs for The Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) and 
University of Calgary researcher, anticipates that new treatments for certain forms of blindness 
will be available in as little as five to ten years. 
 
FFB scientist, Dr. Bob Molday, at the University of British Columbia was involved in a recent 
study that reversed blindness in mice with retinoschisis, which brings researchers closer to 
developing a treatment that can be tested on humans with the disease. 
 
To join Ride for Sight, visit your motorcycle dealer for a donor book, call 403.948.5377 or 
fundraise online at www.rideforsight.com (click Online Fundraising). Last year, Ride for Sight in 
Alberta raised just over $130,000 but it has its sights set higher for its 26th year. By collecting a 
minimum of $50 in donations, anyone can enjoy Ride for Sight weekend and a motorcycle 
parade for free.  
 
This year’s activities include entertainment from The Chevelles, Vintage Motorcycle ½ Mile Flat 
Track Races, The Calgary Safety Council mini-safety seminar, The Canadian Chaos Freestyle 
Motorcycle Stunt Team, Bike Games, Marketplace and Bar and more. 
 
Motorcycle parades on Saturday, June 14 th  
 
In Calgary , the parade departs at 9:30 a.m. from Deerfoot Mall (NW parking lot) led by Calgary 
Alderman, Ric McIver. 
In Edmonton , the parade departs at 9 a.m. from Cycle Works West. 
In Red Deer , the parade departs at 10 a.m. from Turple Bros. Motorcycle - Hwy. 2 South. 
 
In Airdrie – a ‘Ride out’ takes place on Friday, June 13. Meet at Destination Cycle between 4:00 
p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
If you don’t choose to join the parade, you can get to Olds on your own from anywhere. Olds is 
located 5 km west of Provincial Highway 2. Just 90 km north of Calgary; 212 km south of 


